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President’s Welcome Fiona Spence

Hi Folks.

Thanks to Muriel for being our President for the last three years, and for overseeing the new exhibitions and
alliances we have popping up in the coming weeks. We have already had Eoin Johnston’s exhibition of his
work in the Gracie Alison Hall (as those who were there for the AGM and over the 2 weekends that it was
open to the public will have seen) plus a Nature Group exhibition at the same time.

We've also had the Members’ Exhibition and are preparing for the 162nd Edinburgh International Salon of
Photography in the Gracie Alison Hall for the month of August during the Festival.

I’'m hoping we have a vibrant summer season to keep us out of mischief and if anyone has any additional
ideas for things which might be interesting to do, then please come forward and share them with us as there
may well be a like minded posse who are keen to join you on your adventures.

The judging for the Edinburgh International Salon of Photography takes place in June and hopefully a number
of you were involved in the judging days. It really is interesting to witness the whittling down of the entries to
form the final exhibition of prints

Once the summer is over, | hope to see you all again as we start the season anew from September onwards.
Let’s get out/in there and get some new photos in the meantime.

To keep up to date on what’s happening in EPS, including any programme changes, check out our website
and syllabus.
http://www.edinburghphotographicsociety.co.uk/wp/
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EPS Facilities

Introducing the EPS BUDDY SYSTEM

The EPS Council has introduced a Buddy system for all new members. This new initiative is aimed at helping
new members get the most out of our great photography community. Our volunteer EPS Buddies are
experienced EPS members who offer help with anything related to our society. Whether it be how to enter
monthly competitions, understanding the different EPS Groups, or what meetings to attend to suit their
photography interests, our buddies can point new members in the right direction.

EPS is dedicated to helping our newest members to make new friends, and to learn and grow within our
society and the broader photographic community.

Our broader membership can help new members as well; if you see a new face at one of meetings, please
greet them and make them feel welcome.

If you're interesting in volunteering to be an EPS Buddy, or if you joined in recent years and need some help,
please email Sam Fraser at: membership@epsoc.org.uk
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Prizegiving

Prizes were presented by Fiona Spence for PDI winners and Graham Morrice for Print Winners
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Barrie Spence: 1st place and the Oliver Leach Derek Noble: 3rd place in PDI Competition
Trophy in PDI Competition League 1 League 1

Douglas Richardson: 1st place and the George Catherine Harper: 2nd place in PDI
Neilson Trophy in PDI Competition League 2 Competition League 2

Continued




Prizegiving
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Claire Simpson & Mark Hillier: Joint 3rd place Mark Hillier: 1st place and the Clare Sproule
in PDI Competition League 2 Trophy in Print Competition League 2

Dave Reid: 2nd place in Print Competition Derek Noble: 3rd place in Print Competition
League 1 League 1

Back to contents




London Salon of Photography

Members congratulated Eion Johnston on his election as a member of the London Salon of Photography at
an event on 17 January 2026 which combined the 3rd Digital Awards Presentation and a party to mark Eion's
election. London Salon has only 45 members in total so this is a pleasing honour for Eion and well-deserved
acknowledgement of the consistent calibre of his work.

The London Salon’s raison d’etre is to “...exhibit only that class of photographic work in which there is distinct
evidence of artistic feeling and execution.” The Salon now has four members from Scotland — Eion, Rod
Wheelans, Anne Grenier and Rikki O’Neill. Our Hon VP Margaret Salisbury is also a member, as was the late
Sandy Cleland.

Great King Street is the only Scottish venue for the Salon’s annual exhibition, now in its 111th year. Eion had
two prints in this exhibition and we were also pleased to mark the success of Derek Noble who had his first
acceptance into the London Salon.

Back to contents




PDI Competitions Fiona Spence

The PDI Competitions have now concluded for the season. We had in general 111 to 135 images in each PDI
Competition this season so each evening was a feast of images. While we cannot show all images here (or
even all of the 19s and 20s), | have included an image from everyone who gained a 19 or 20 throughout the
PDI competition season.

Congratulations to all the winners and those gaining promotions to League 1 PDI next season.

League 1

1st Place Barrie Spence
2nd Place Gillian Temple
3rd Place Derek Noble

League 2

1st Place Douglas Richardson

2nd Place Catherine Harper

3rd Place Claire Simpson & Mark Hillier

Additional Promotions to League 1
Alan McClelland

Jennifer Ramsey

Linda Cooper

Tim Fitzgerald

Ania Onadeko

Hilda Dalgety
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Scream If You Want To Go Faster

. Natural Light Movement
Mark Hillier

Derek Noble
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PDI Competitions Fiona Spence

Siesta

Pawtrait David Greer

Chris Morson

Claws Are Out

| Really Hate The Steeplechase James Glass

Dave Reid

Mothers Love = e
Gillian Temple Six Palm Trees
Hilda Dalgety

Continued




PDI Competitions Fiona Spence

How Far Do We Go Ladies Male Bearded Tit
Keith Thorburn John Simpson

Frosted Tree

Fritillary Peter Paterson

Ken Gillies

It’s Mine!
Sally Anderson

Swirl
Krysia Kotowska

Continued




PDI Competitions Fiona Spence

Leap Into The Abyss Whiskers -Water Shrew
Jennifer Ramsay Linda Cooper

Storm, Brisbane River
Alan McClelland

The Stare
Charles Keddie

Bus Stopping

Leiden Canal

Night Ride Antonia Chatzopoulou Chatzi
Ania Onadeko

Continued
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PDI Competitions Fiona Spence

Mystery
Filip Krawczyk

Golden Glory
Catherine Harper

The Working Bee Coronation Flypast
Claire Simpson Charlotte Brady

Tranquil

o Douglas Richardson
Whitekirk

Rob Shields

Continued
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PDI Competitions Fiona Spence

Green Veined White Butterfly on Scabious Kingfisher With a Fish
Linda McKie Andrew McKie

Reflected Sunset No Snow But Too Much Rain
Alan Cairns Andy Moir

Common Waxbill Misty Leamington Walk
Alan Jones Tim Fitzgerald
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CD Group Isobel Lindsay and Alistair Cowan

Autumn 2025 and we had a great response from members who submitted images for our two digital
competitions. As always, there was an abundance of creativity.

4 Way Inter-club Competition

Each year we compete with Kirkcaldy, Musselburgh and Stirling. Clubs enter 15 images for the challenge
with a maximum of three images by any one photographer. This year, members submitted 47 images and at
the end of October we met up on Zoom to select those that we would submit.

We hosted the competition this year and the judge was Rikki O’Neill.

The scores were very close and we were first equal with Kirkcaldy.

Edinburgh 257

Kirkcaldy 257

Stirling 254

Musselburgh 246

Apothesis David Greer 19 points Iceberg Alan Jones 19 points

Continued
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CD Group Isobel Lindsay and Alistair Cowan

Sisters in the mist Alan Jones
19 points

The One that Got Away David Reid
19 points

The Look Mark Hillier
19 points

Continued
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CD Group Isobel Lindsay and Alistair Cowan

Best Foot Forward David Reid
18 points

Siesta David Greer
18 points

Fade to Grey Sandi McOrist
17 points

15
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CD Group Isobel Lindsay and Alistair Cowan

SAFARI COMPETITION
The Safari challenge was to produce a set of 15 images that tell a story and can be produced as a Zine—that
is, @ mini book. The winning team will be presented with their published Zine and other copies will be

available (at a very modest price) to EPS members and for sale at the Edinburgh Zine Fair.

The judge (David Greer), did a great job. Judging is “on the night”, so impact, story telling and image quality
are vital. Thanks to David for focused feedback.

We had three teams competing. Well done to Team 3 for a wonderful story with evocative images. Their
story - Echoes of the City - presents a thoughtful and unusual glimpse of Edinburgh.

Well done to Ania Onadeko, Elaine Martin, Neil Patton, Phil Krawczyk and Tim Fitzgerald.

I would normally include the winning images here, but if you want to see them, £5 will let you buy a copy.
However, here is a wee taster:

—

WUSIC
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Studio Group Malkit Benning

| would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who attended the Beginner Studio Group sessions
during the 2025/2026 season. Each session was very well supported, with the studio reaching near full
capacity every month. This level of participation is extremely encouraging and provided both Richard and
myself with the motivation to continue developing the programme and refining the sessions each year. It was
particularly pleasing to welcome a number of new members alongside several returning photographers who
joined us for a refresher. The friendly and collaborative atmosphere was evident throughout, with more
experienced participants readily offering advice and assistance to those who were newer to studio work. |
would also like to thank everyone who kindly submitted images for inclusion with this article — it was
fantastic to see the wide variety of interpretations and creative approaches produced from the same setups.

Most of our sessions are not model-based, as we are fortunate to have a very patient mannequin available
for lighting demonstrations and experimentation. However, for both the colour and movement sessions we
invited volunteer models, Yana and Lulu, who generously gave their time to help bring the setups to life.
Their willingness to participate and experiment with different ideas made a significant contribution to the
success of the workshops.

At the colour / gel session we also introduced smoke, which added depth and atmosphere to the images and
helped reveal the coloured light more clearly. Smoke particles catch and scatter the light, making beams and
coloured illumination much more visible within the frame and helping to add separation between subject and
background. When working with gels, careful control of lighting placement is essential. Building colour from
the background forward allows photographers to clearly see how each additional light contributes to the final
image. Keeping background lighting and subject lighting separate helps prevent unwanted colour
contamination and ensures the intended colours remain clean and distinct.

It is also useful to remember that coloured gels absorb some light output, meaning flash power may need to
be increased or aperture adjusted to maintain correct exposure. Establishing a properly exposed key light
using a light meter provides a reliable technical starting point. From there, additional coloured lights can be
adjusted visually depending on the creative result you are aiming to achieve. Using a colour wheel to explore
complementary or contrasting colour combinations can also help photographers make more deliberate
creative choices.

Norbert Lapa

Continued
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Studio Group Malkit Benning

John McMillan Elaine Davidson

Matthew Watson Tim Fitzgerald

Continued
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Studio Group Malkit Benning

Jeff Hodgson Amaye Ordonez Martinez

Matthew Watson

Continued
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Studio Group Malkit Benning

The movement session explored a different creative technique by using long exposures to record motion
within the frame. Tripods were essential for maintaining camera stability while the shutter remained open
for several seconds. While not everyone used remote triggers, they are generally a good idea for long
exposures as they help minimise the risk of camera movement when releasing the shutter.

Fun and experimentation played a big part in this session, with simple household items such as fairy lights
wrapped around a garden cane and a child's toy light sabre being used as light sources or modifiers. These
everyday objects proved surprisingly effective, demonstrating that creative photographic techniques do not
always require specialist equipment. By combining continuous light sources with carefully timed flash bursts,
photographers were able to capture both motion trails and a sharply defined subject within the same frame.
This approach highlights how shutter duration, ambient light and flash timing can be balanced to control
exactly how movement appears in the final image.

Tim Fitzgerald Antonio Medina

Back to Contents
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Nature Group Graham Morrice

This season has seen a full programme of Lectures and Talks:

The Season was kicked off by Graham Morrice in September, who provided a Zoom introduction and
overview of the Nature Group’s activities.

In October we had a highlight with an inspirational Zoom talk from Rachael Bigsby. This talk was a revelation
as most of us hadn’t heard of Rachael before. Her style is engaging, unique and memorable, and she captures
delicate moments of nature in a creative and artistic way. Rachael is a Nikon Creator and | can thoroughly
recommend her personal website and her e-book “The Art of Wildlife Photography”.

In November we had a Zoom talk from two of our members - Sandi McOrist and Alan Jones. Sandi showed us
a beautiful selection of images from a visit to Sri Lanka. Alan, who now lives in Spain, showed us a fantastic
selection of images from two visits he has made to a private reserve in the Kwa-Zulu Natal province of South
Africa. This was a memorable evening of superb nature images with a great selection of amusing anecdotes
from two highly accomplished photographers.

In December we had a lecture in person from Charles Everitt on the Wildlife of Inchkeith Island in the Forth
Estuary. This was a fascinating glimpse into both the social history and the wildlife of the island. Inchkeith is
an island that most of us are unlikely to visit so thank you to Charles for such a wonderful selection of images
of both the intimate details of the abandoned lighthouse buildings and the seabird and seal life. A trip to
Inchkeith is still a personal ambition.

In February we had a talk from Rosemary and Ken Gillies about their expertise in underwater photography. It
was a journey through wonderful images from their diving adventures and included highlights from cold
water diving in Scotland to the tropical waters of the Caribbean and the Philippines and included a final stop
to see the weird and wonderful creatures of Black Water. We are lucky to have such recognised experts in
the Society of a genre of photography which is incredibly hard to master and | loved Ken’s enthusiasm for the
underwater shrimps he has encountered as well as for the beautiful Nudibranches, underwater sea slugs.

In March we had two talks. The first from Ron McCombe showed his excellent images of birds from his
garden hide in the Borders and from his workshops in Mull on otters and sea eagles. We look forward to
welcoming him back in the future.

We also had a talk from Jean Manson on Story Telling in Nature. Jean, who is a long-standing Nature Group
member, showed stunning images of wildlife in Scotland and further afield. Some were award winning and
underscored by a strong sense of respect and conservation.

Continued
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Nature Group Graham Morrice

Our final event of the session was the judging evening for An lolaire Trophy. Charles Everitt was our judge;
his winner was Jean Manson with her superb panel of monochrome images on Cheetahs .

The Cheetah’s Story
Jean Manson

We have had a very interesting season of meetings and I’'m busy finding speakers for next season. Andy

Hayes is already booked to talk to us on ‘The Rules of Nature Photography’ and judging Nature competitions.
In addition he will show us many of his personal images.

If you have any favourite speakers to recommend, subjects you would like covered, or you would be
prepared to give an informal talk, please contact me at nature@epsoc.org.uk

Back to Contents
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Summer barbecue

The annual garden party and barbecue was held on 7th June
The wonderful spread was arranged by Barbara Bartkowiak. John Swan and Isobel Lindsay sorted out the
gazebos and chairs. Fiona Spence and David Lyle did the money and lists. And lots of folk helped with the

clear up!

A fun afternoon and we even had some sun.

Back to contents
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Drama on the Costa Del Sol Alan Jones

The International Theatre Studio (ITS) is an English speaking amateur dramatics group on the Costa del Sol.
Each June they stage an outdoor charity performance called the Lark in the Park. You can be pretty certain
it won’t rain! | attended in 2015 as an audience member and took some photos. An ITS Board member
asked if | could send them some images. I’ve been photographing performances ever since, about 40 now
in total, and I’'m now an honorary member.

They have two main productions a year and in between a number of plays and play readings. My images
are used on social media and the ITS web site. For main productions, which are often comedy or farce, |
cover the final dress rehearsal which is a full run through. There’s no stopping to pose. | won’t have seen
anything up to then so don’t know what comes next. In that context it’s not easy, but my aim is to try to
capture the real highlights of the action and interaction of the characters so the images do justice to the
plot.

| can’t use a flash of course so that means high ISOs, at times even up to 32,000! Lighting is normally the
biggest challenge. Understandably it can be very uneven across the stage and noise and colour casts are
frequent so there is usually a fair bit of time in post to come up with a set of good balanced images. In
recent years | have exclusively used my trusty Canon 5D mark IV which is excellent in low light. My go-to
setting is semi automatic at 1/200 with 5.6 and ISO floating. | can’t go lower than 1/200 as there is often
movement and a blurred image is usually no use. f5.6 is about right for depth of field and have some blur
in the backgrounds. | use a Canon 24-105 L series zoom and crop a good deal if needed — better too much
than too little.

The biggest challenge of all came a couple of years back when the cast bravely decided to do the play of
“Calendar Girls” as it was the 20™ anniversary of the famous film depicting prim ladies of the Women'’s
Institute posing for a risqué charity calendar. As in the film, they wanted to produce a calendar
concurrently. If you saw the film you may remember the knots the photographer got himself tied up in!

Anyway, the pressure was definitely on with advertising, printing etc all lined up. So | spent a fun day at a
villa right on the beach in the company of 11 undressed ladies shooting the 12 months’ images. Think
cherry buns among other things. All done in the best possible taste of course! This was early September
and tan lines had to be (ahem) removed all over the place. This was before Al became more prevalent in
Photoshop and blending in skin tones seamlessly is tough believe me !

Having shot the December Christmas image | simply had to put the camera on the tripod and use a remote
to trigger a souvenir selfie with me in the middle. The calendar raised about 5,000 euros so that was a
decent result. More importantly, | survived !

Continued
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Drama on the Costa Del Sol

Alan Jones
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Drama on the Costa Del Sol

Alan Jones
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Obituary: Faye Yerbury FRPS

Faye Yerbury FRPS, a distinguished photographer and stylist, passed
away peacefully on July 3, 2025, at her home in Redmill, West Lothian.
Trevor, her husband of 46 years was by her side.

Faye was a remarkable artist and her life a creative journey.

Whilst Faye was latterly known as one part of the Yerbury Studio she had
originally been a hairstyling and make up specialist. Faye was a lecturer
at Edinburgh’s Telford College for 25 years. During this time Faye was
presented with a master’s degree in hairdressing and won L’Oreal
Scottish hairdresser of the year 1990.

Under Trevor’s wing, Faye became established and well respected in the profession as both a photographer
and stylist winning awards for portraiture, wedding and avant-garde work and classical nudes.
Gaining recognition for photography and hard work has earned her many accolades.

These include:
e FRPS — RPS at which President Derek Birch said: “This very special DIRECT Royal Society Fellowship
honour is only ever given to individuals who have an international reputation.”
e FMPA ,Special Achievement award from the photographic industry in 2014
e MPA President 2014-2015 (Master Photographers Association)
¢ Lifetime Achievement Award from Master Photographers International
o Kodak European Gold Award winner

Faye became a well-known presenter and judge. During this time, she travelled extensively throughout
Europe, Asia and northern America

Faye was also a Fuji X Photographer Ambassador. She was an Honorary Vice President of the Edinburgh
Photographic Society and she undertook Exhibitions of Fine Art Nudes and Portraits recognising Faye’s work
internationally.

In 2003, Trevor and Faye’s collective talent was recognised with a commission to supply the entire artwork
for the new 5* Glasshouse Hotel in Edinburgh. A brave concept, but one which resulted in the hotel being
voted ‘sexiest hotel of the year’ in 2004.

Faye was a regular contributor to magazines and with Trevor has produced 2 exquisite coffee table books,
NUDES in 2017 and SILVER in 2019. Trevor plans to publish a ‘Legacy ‘ book of Faye’s work in 2026.

For all the success Faye had, she also had warmth, charismatic charm and a razor-sharp wit. It's been a
privilege for those that have known Faye personally, and she leaves a lasting legacy for all to enjoy.

Faye Yerbury FRPS 02/03/1942 - 03/07/2025

Continued
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Obituary: Faye Yerbury FRPS

At The Urn Dancing at the Window
Faye Yerbury Faye Yerbury

Laura: The Garden Seat
Faye Yerbury

Continued
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Obituary: Faye Yerbury FRPS

The Garden Nymph
Faye Yerbury
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The Wash Basin
Faye Yerbury
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EPS Information

If you are a member of Edinburgh Public Libraries their Libby app for iOS and Android is a portal to a wide
selection of books, audiobooks and magazines. Of note to photographers is the selection of Photography

Magazines:

-Amateur Photographer
-Digital Camera World
-Outdoor Photographer
-National Geographic

and dozens of other relevant books and magazines. Well worth checking out and it is free if you a member of the
Public Library and have an enrolment number and PIN.

Don't forget to check out the Website regularly for news, competition results and galleries. We also

have a presence on facebook and instagram with a ‘closed group’ on facebook for members to share

images. Sign up to follow us on these platforms and you’ll see some glorious images.

Edinburgh Photographic
Society

68 Great King Street

Your Council for 2026/27 season

Office bearers

President

Immediate past president
Senior Vice-President
Junior Vice-President
Secretary

Membership Secretary
Treasurer

International Exhibition Secretary
Property Manager

Web / IT Manager

Social Media

Council members

Sam Currie
Anne Conrad

Fiona Spence
Muriel Binnie
Vacant

Mark McLean
Vacant

Sam Fraser
David Lyle
Isobel Lindsay
Bill Johnston
Stuart Gilliland
Mark Maclean

Dennis Linn
Graham Morrice

Edinburgh David Ferguson Chris Morson

EH3 6QU Ken Forbes Helen Mundy
Peter Gaskin Trevor Yerbury
Catherine Harper

Website: http://www.epsoc.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EdinburghPhotographicSociety/

Instagram: Edinburgh Photographic Society (@edinburghphotographicsociety)
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